
*Indicates that those who are able are invited to rise in body and spirit.  Boldface print is read aloud in unison.  Assisted 
hearing devices are available from an usher.  “UMH” refers to The United Methodist Hymnal (red cover); “TFWS” refers to 
The Faith We Sing Hymnal (black cover) 

United Methodist Church 
of Westport & Weston 

 

August 16, 2026 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Hybrid Worship 10:00am 
 

Our Vision is to Know,  
to Live and to Share  

the Love of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

WELCOME & GREETING   Pastor Jinha Choi 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                          

 

CENTERING PRAYER 

Gracious and Healing God, in your presence, we find the fullness of joy, love, and life. Expand our vision 

and write a new way forward upon our hearts. We seek your wisdom and guidance. We need your comfort 

and conviction. We trust your provision and power. As we come near to you, we affirm your goodness and 

the goodness within us. Receive our presence and our dreams of the world you help us make possible. 

Amen. 
 

PRELUDE Be Still, My Soul J. Sibelius 

Ahyoung Son, Organ 

  

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                        

Leader: When hatred and division separate us, 

People: God’s love binds us together. 
Leader: When quarrels estrange us, 

People: Christ’s grace brings reconciliation. 
Leader: When we feel excluded and left out, 

People: The Spirit’s peace eases our pain. 
Leader: Come! Let us worship the One who makes us one. 

People: Amen! 

 

*HYMN All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord (v.1,2,3 &6)     UMH 554 

OPENING PRAYER 

Eternal God, heal the wounds that block our unity as your beloved children. Ease the hurts and betrays 

that block us from embracing the balm of your forgiveness. Cast out the fears that prevent us from seeking 

your peace and reconciliation. Even when our hearts are pierced with anguish, send us friends who will 

bring us solace, through your loving Spirit. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 45:1-15 Dennis Castiglia 

 

SERMON “Make Invisible God Visible”        Pastor Jinha Choi 
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*HYMN This is a Day of New Beginnings   UMH 383 
© Words: 1983, 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Music: 1987 Hope Publishing Company, CCLI Song# 231043 

 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS & GIFTS 

Through our baptism and membership in the church, we covenant to give of our prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness.  Financial gifts, tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of this 

congregation and the connectional church.  Online giving is available at WestportUMC.org.   

Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates to be lifted up during the Prayers of the People and/or 

added to the weekly Prayer List. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  Make Me A Channel of Your Peace Sebastian Temple 

John Hoddinott, Guitar 
 © McCrimmon Publishing Co. Ltd. One License Song# 242515 

   

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING                 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow         UMH 94 
Text: adapt by Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978. Adapt. ©1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. One License Song #125992 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  George Hanze 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

 

*HYMN     Together We Serve  TFWS 2175 
© 1998 Hope Publishing Company, CCLI Song# 3379644 

 

BENEDICTION   Pastor Jinha Choi 

   

POSTLUDE  Thine Be the Glory G. F. Handel 

Ahyoung Son, Organ 
  

 
 

~  For the next two Sundays, August 16 & August 23rd, our church will be collecting non-perishable food 

items to help stock the empty shelves at Light on the Hill Food Pantry at Summerfield United Methodist 

Church in Bridgeport. Anything non-perishable is greatly needed! 
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Welcome to UMCWW! 
 

The United Methodist Church of Westport & Weston is a community of faith that is committed to growing in 

grace and supporting one another in love. We affirm the sacred worth of all of God’s children and welcome 
people of all ages, races, abilities, sexual orientations, gender identities, and economic circumstances to join us 

in the membership, participation and leadership of our church. Our hearts, our minds and our doors are open to  

all.  
 

ALL ARE INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP TIME in Fellowship Hall following Worship. 

You Can Make a Donation Online 
 

The QR Code opens a “give.tithe.ly” contribution form.  Tithe.ly is the platform 

used for UMCWW giving. 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of this church 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Wednesday, August 19th  | 5:00pm | Wednesday Nights on the Beach – Compo Beach 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our last two Wednesday Nights on the Beach will be August 19th and August 26th 

Please join us and bring your own drinks (no alcohol, please). 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 
 

 

Portions of the Order of Worship are adapted from: 

The United Methodist Hymnal, The United Methodist Book of Worship, and The Faith We Sing, 

Nashville, TN: The United Methodist Publishing House 

All music is in the Public Domain, unless noted. 

One License # A-735187. All rights reserved. 

CCLI Stream Coverage License # CSPL086733; 

CCLI Copyright Coverage License #11173036 

Narrative Lectionary 2024-25, WorkingPreaching.org 

Call to Worship & Prayer of Confession – binarybreakingworship.com 
 

 
 

United Methodist Church of Westport and Weston 
49 Weston Road  Westport, Connecticut 06880 

 

Our Ministers 

Every participant in the life of our congregation 
 

Rev. Jinha Choi, Pastor 
Susan Gilder, Lay Leader 

John Hoddinott, Director of Music & Community Engagement  Ahyoung Son, Organist 

Steven Magda, Livestream Technician    McKayla Ferguson, church administrator  
 

203.227.4707  office@westportumc.org  WestportUMC.org  

                                    Rev. Jinha Choi: pastorchoi@westportumc.org    John Hoddinott: music@westportumc.org 

Stock Up on Stew Leonard's Gift Cards! 

 

It's an easy way to support the church! Stew Leonard’s gift 
cards are sold during Fellowship Hour every Sunday. Stew 

Leonard's donates ten percent of each purchase to the church! 

Questions?  

 

Contact Pat Farmer pahf02@gmail.com. 

mailto:music@westportumc.org
mailto:pahf02@gmail.com?subject=Stew%20Leonard%27s%20cards

