
*Indicates that those who are able are invited to rise in body and spirit.  Boldface print is read aloud in unison.  Assisted 
hearing devices are available from an usher.  “UMH” refers to The United Methodist Hymnal (red cover); “TFWS” refers to 
The Faith We Sing Hymnal (black cover) 

 

United Methodist Church of Westport 
and Weston 

 
December 7, 2025 

Second Sunday of Advent 
& Holy Communion 

 
Hybrid Worship 10:00am 

 
Our Vision is to Know, to Live and to Share the Love 

of Jesus Christ 
 

WELCOME & GREETING   Pastor Jinha Choi 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                          

 

CENTERING PRAYER 

Almighty God, we seek relief from the unrest of our daily lives. You, who offer peace and justice in a 

single hand, are our redeemer. Allow us, God, to unfold in your palm. With each breath, allow us to 

inhale the power of your sacred word, and exhale the turmoil within. Amen. 

 

PRELUDE            Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart          F. Atkinson, D. Robertson 

 Mason Frasher, piano  
©2019 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. By Music Services, Inc.) CCLI Song #7145967  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH   Ryan Searles  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                        

Leader: Get ready, people of God! The time of hope and peace is at hand. 

People: We are called to action rather than reaction. 

Leader: Open your hearts to God’s word and God’s will. 
People: Help us to be workers for God rather than observers. 

Leader: Come, draw near to God in faith. 

People: Let us prepare our hearts to receive the wondrous gifts of God. Amen. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

God of hope and peace, as we worship you this day, may we catch a glimpse of your peace; may we open 

ourselves to receive your grace; may we welcome one another, as you have welcomed us; may we prepare 

hearts and our lives, for Christ to be born in us once again. And when our worship is done, may we be 

renewed in body and spirit, prepared to bring your righteousness and justice to the world. In the name of 

Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

*HYMN Alleluia        UMH 186 
© 1972 Manna Music, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) CCLI Song #16811 

SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 3:1-12 Serene Choi 

 

SERMON “Prepare the Way of the Lord”  Rev. Jinha Choi 
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*HYMN Open My Eyes, That I May See        UMH 454 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS & GIFTS 

Through our baptism and membership in the church, we covenant to give of our prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness.  Financial gifts, tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of this 

congregation and the connectional church.  Online giving is available at WestportUMC.org.   

Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates to be lifted up during the Prayers of the People and/or 

added to the weekly Prayer List. 

 

MUSIC OFFERING Meditation in A Minor J. Turner 

 Mason Frasher, piano 
©1980 Belwin Sacred, One License Song #275817 

  

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING        Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow         UMH 94 
Text: adapt by Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978. Adapt. ©1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. One License Song #125992 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  Bob Trinka 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, there are days when we lose our way. We forget, or simply don’t trust, your vision of peace. 
We ignore the cries of those seeking justice. We fail to bear good fruit in our lives. Forgive us. Remind us 

that we are yours. Teach us how to make peace with ourselves and with our neighbors. Help us proclaim 

your message of hope and continue our journey to Bethlehem—a journey of faith to a cradle of love. In the 

name of Emmanuel, we pray. Amen. 

 

WORD OF ASSURANCE  

Pastor: God of steadfast love encourages us to continue in the faith. Rejoice, for God brings forgiveness and 

healing. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

All: Glory to God. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection You 

gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and make with us a new covenant by 

water and the Spirit. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever. Amen 

 

BREAKING THE BREAD 

 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC:  The Feast Meant for Everyone T. Booth, S. Hart

 John Hoddinott, guitar 
© 2019 Spiritandsong.com publishing (Admin. By Oregon Catholic Press) CCLI Song #7228943  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that 

we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 

*HYMN   Jesus, Name above All Names    TFWS 2071 
© 1974, 1978 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) CCLI Song #21291 

 

BENEDICTION   Pastor Jinha Choi 

  

POSTLUDE Blessed Assurance P. Knapp 

 Mason Frasher, piano 

 

WELCOME!  It is a blessing to welcome you to Worship today.  If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor card, 

introduce yourself to Pastor Choi or an usher, and check out WestportUMC.org to find out more about the 

mission and ministries of this community of faith.  ALL ARE INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP TIME in Fellowship Hall 

following Worship. 

Grace Connexion meets after the worship service on Sundays. We will be discussing  

"All the Good: A Wesleyan Way of Christmas"  
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 

 

You Can Make a Donation Online 
 

The QR Code opens a “give.tithe.ly” contribution form.  Tithe.ly is the platform 

used for UMCWW giving. 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of this church. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, December 13 @ 9:00am-10:30am  

Church Breakfast & Presentation Hosted by UMM | Library 

A conversation with Jim Hisey entitled: 

 “The Miracle Morning: How a Simple Morning Practice Can Change Your Life.” 

 

Wednesday, December 24 @ 5:30pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

 

Honor, Remember, or Celebrate loved ones with a poinsettia on the altar and a dedication which will be in the 

Christmas Eve Bulletin. Forms are in the narthex and are included in the church announcement email sent on 

Thursdays. If you are not included in the emailed announcement, email us at office@westportumc.org and we 

will add you.  

 

 

Portions of the Order of Worship are adapted from: 

The United Methodist Hymnal, The United Methodist Book of Worship, and The Faith We Sing, 

Nashville, TN: The United Methodist Publishing House 

All music is in the Public Domain, unless noted. 

One License # A-735187. All rights reserved. 

CCLI Stream Coverage License # CSPL086733; 

CCLI Copyright Coverage License #11173036 

Narrative Lectionary 2024-25, WorkingPreaching.org 

Call to Worship & Prayer of Confession – binarybreakingworship.com 

mailto:office@westportumc.org
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United Methodist Church of Westport and Weston 
49 Weston Road  Westport, Connecticut 06880 

 
Our Ministers 

Every participant in the life of our congregation 

 

Rev. Jinha Choi, Pastor 
Susan Gilder, Lay Leader 

John Hoddinott, Director of Music & Community Engagement  Ahyoung Son, Organist 

Steven Magda, Livestream Technician    McKayla Ferguson, church administrator  

 

203.227.4707  office@westportumc.org  WestportUMC.org  

Rev. Jinha Choi: pastorchoi@westportumc.org    John Hoddinott: music@westportumc.org 

 

mailto:music@westportumc.org

