
*Indicates that those who are able are invited to rise in body and spirit.  Boldface print is read aloud in unison.  Assisted 
hearing devices are available from an usher.  “UMH” refers to The United Methodist Hymnal (red cover); “TFWS” refers to 
The Faith We Sing Hymnal (black cover) 

 United Methodist Church 
of Westport and Weston 

 
November 30, 2025 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Hybrid Worship 10:00am 
 

Our Vision is to Know, to Live and to Share the 
Love of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

WELCOME & GREETING   Pastor Jinha Choi 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                         

 

CENTERING PRAYER 

Emmanuel, we come here today to renew ourselves in the generosity of God’s hope. We will climb the 
mountain hand in hand that we may learn again of God’s promise to be with us, both in the valley and on 
the peaks. Let us set down our despair and rest in the light of God until we are renewed! Amen. 

 

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Thomas Helmore 

 John Hoddinott, guitar & Ahyoung Son, piano  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH   Serene Choi 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                        

Leader: The time is coming when the Lord shall pour his most special blessing on the earth. 

People: We want to be ready for that time. What should we do? 

Leader: Be vigilant. Keep your hearts, minds, and spirits open to God’s word. 

People: Help us, O Lord, to be aware of all your blessings. 

Leader: Come, let us celebrate God’s love for us. 

People: Make our hearts ready to receive your Gift of Love, O Lord. Amen. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Everlasting God, we begin our journey toward Christmas with hope stirring within. Teach us how to get 

ready. Show how to prepare our hearts for Jesus. Help us walk in your ways, as we put on your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Guide us on your paths of peace and understanding, as we prepare our hearts anew for the 

road ahead. Amen. 

 

*HYMN My Lord, What a Morning       UMH 719 
© Music - ©1989 United Methodist Publishing House, Contributors: William Farley Smith One License Song # 25141 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 24:36-44 Eileen Choi 

 

SERMON “Keep Awake”          Rev. Jinha Choi 
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*HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus       UMH 196 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS & GIFTS 

Through our baptism and membership in the church, we covenant to give of our prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness.  Financial gifts, tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of this 

congregation and the connectional church.  Online giving is available at WestportUMC.org.   

Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates to be lifted up during the Prayers of the People and/or 

added to the weekly Prayer List. 

 

MUSIC OFFERING   Until Jesus Comes Dean McIntyre 

 Chancel Choir 
© 2005 The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church 

 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING          Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow         UMH 94 
Text: adapt by Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978. Adapt. ©1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. One License Song #125992 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER      Christine Radu 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

 

*HYMN   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light    UMH 206 
© 1970, 1975 Celebration CCLI Song # 89048 

 

BENEDICTION   Pastor Jinha Choi 

 

SUNG BENEDICTION  Go Now in Peace Don Besig & Nancy Price 

 Chancel Choir  
© 1988 Harold Flammer Music (Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC) (Admin. by Tom Cat Music) CCLI Song #284863 

  

  

POSTLUDE Savior of the Nations, Come J. S. Bach 

 Ahyoung Son, organ 

 

 

WELCOME!  It is a blessing to welcome you to Worship today.  If you are visiting, please fill out a visitor card, 

introduce yourself to Pastor Choi or an usher, and check out WestportUMC.org to find out more about the 

mission and ministries of this community of faith.  ALL ARE INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP TIME in Fellowship Hall 

following Worship.  
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Portions of the Order of Worship are adapted from: 

The United Methodist Hymnal, The United Methodist Book of Worship, and The Faith We Sing, 

Nashville, TN: The United Methodist Publishing House 

All music is in the Public Domain, unless noted. 

One License # A-735187. All rights reserved. 

CCLI Stream Coverage License # CSPL086733; 

CCLI Copyright Coverage License #11173036 

Narrative Lectionary 2024-25, WorkingPreaching.org 

Call to Worship & Prayer of Confession – binarybreakingworship.com 

 

 

 

You Can Make a Donation Online 
 

The QR Code opens a “give.tithe.ly” contribution form.  Tithe.ly is the platform 

used for UMCWW giving. 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of this church. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, December 6  @ 10:00am-3:00pm  

Cookie Walk & Holiday Gift Market 

 

Saturday, December 13 @ 9:00am-10:30am  

Church Breakfast & Presentation Hosted by UMM | Library 

A conversation with Jim Hisey entitled: 

 “The Miracle Morning: How a Simple Morning Practice Can Change Your Life.” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church of Westport and Weston 
49 Weston Road  Westport, Connecticut 06880 

 
Our Ministers 

Every participant in the life of our congregation 

 

Rev. Jinha Choi, Pastor 
Susan Gilder, Lay Leader 

John Hoddinott, Director of Music & Community Engagement  Ahyoung Son, Organist 

Steven Magda, Livestream Technician    McKayla Ferguson, church administrator  

 

203.227.4707  office@westportumc.org  WestportUMC.org  

Rev. Jinha Choi: pastorchoi@westportumc.org    John Hoddinott: music@westportumc.org 

 

mailto:music@westportumc.org

